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E.B. Bartels

Karen Fine, D.V.M.

E.B. Bartels is a
nonfiction writer, a
former Newtonville
Books bookseller, and a
GrubStreet instructor, with
an MFA from Columbia
University. Her writing
has appeared in Catapult,
Electric Literature, The
Rumpus, The Millions,
The Toast, and The Butter,
among others. Good Grief:
On Loving Pets, Here and
Hereafter is her first book.
E.B. lives in Massachusetts
with her husband, Richie,
and their many, many pets.

Joining the author for this event:
Karen Fine, D.V.M. is a veterinarian and
writer who operated a house call practice
in central Massachusetts for 25 years.
Her memoir, The Other Family Doctor: A
Veterinarian Explores What Animals Can
Teach Us About Love, Life and Mortality
is forthcoming in March 2023 from
Penguin Random House. She is also
the author of the textbook Narrative
Medicine in Veterinary Practice from CRC
Press, published in 2021. Dr. Fine, a Tufts
graduate, practices at Central Animal
Hospital in Leominster and Riverlin
Animal Hospital in Millbury. Her website
is www.karenfinedvm.com.

E.B. Bartels has had a
lot of pets—dogs, birds,
fish, tortoises. As varied a
bunch as they are, they’ve
taught her one universal
truth: to own a pet is to
love a pet, and to own
a pet is also—with rare
exception—to lose that pet
in time. But while we have
codified traditions to mark
the passing of our fellow
humans, most cultures
don’t have the same for
pets. Bartels takes us from
Massachusetts to Japan,
from ancient Egypt to the
modern era, in search of the
good pet death. Punctuated
by wry, bighearted accounts
of Bartels’s own pets and
their deaths, Good Grief is a
cathartic companion through
loving and losing our animal
family.
Author Photo: Small Circle Studio
Karen’s Photo: Constance Owens

Westborough Shopping Center
Route 9 & Lyman St. • 508-366-4959
Open Mon - Sat 10am - 7pm, Sunday 10am - 5pm
www.tatnuck.com

